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Abstract

This study seeks to analyze the cultural and social influence of Arabic language in
Nigerian society during the 2 1st century, by tracing its historical roots prior to the
colonial period and examining its presence in religion, education, literature,
culture, and social identity. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
supported by historical and comparative methods, in order to explore the
development of Arabic in Nigeria and its current position in relation to other
languages, particularly English and local languages. The findings demonstrate that
Arabic has, for centuries, served as a principal medium for transmitting religious
knowledge and Islamic sciences, as well as a vehicle for shaping cultural
consciousness. It has also produced a rich intellectual and literary heritage,
exemplified in African Arabic poetry and numerous works in jurisprudence and
theology. Furthermore, Arabic has reinforced the social authority of scholars and
religious elites, and has linked Nigerian society with broader Islamic world.
However, the study also highlights significant challenges confronting Arabic today,
including the dominance of English as the official language of education and
administration, the pervasive impact of globalization and modern media, and the
relative weakness of formal Arabic educational institutions. The study concludes
that the future of Arabic in Nigeria remains promising if its historical and cultural
legacy is effectively harnessed through curriculum modernization, strengthened
academic cooperation with the Arab world, and the strategic use of digital media,
while also linking Arabic to contemporary intellectual and social development.
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